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JUDGE'S REPORT
 

My challenges
There was enormous disparity in length . . . from 260 to nearly 1800 words.

 Fiction or non-fiction? (I remember when I met you all in August there was uncertainty about the parameters.)

 Question: Does the competition entry have to be new . . .written specifically for this competition?

 Originality? It is not always clear where the material has come from.

 One important question I asked in each case: “The first party is the writer. Is there evidence of a second party? In other words, another person has been quoted, interviewed?”

 

Good points
I gave strong consideration to entries where there was evidence of original searching and/or interviewing.

 I was pleased to note use of live quotes . . . giving “voice” to opinions presented.

 

I whittled the 47 entries down to 10 contenders for the six leading positions.

 

WINNER
 

Shopping with Conscience      Dorothy Henderson
 A fine commentary on our role in “planethood” . . . ethical aspects of buying food. Particularly laudable is the skilful projection of “place”, both in the geographical sense and in the sense of humans behaving in relation to other creatures who share planet Earth.

 

RUNNER-UP
 

In Control        Rhona Dunwoodie
 Witty and concise comment on 21st-century angst about the grip of technology on households. The pitfalls of “remote” relationships.

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED
(not in order of merit)

 

Guillain-Barre Syndrome      Jean Snelling
 A heartfelt personal memoir of emotional and psychological triumph over physical adversity.

 

Review of an Exhibition: Russell Drysdale 1912-81     Fran Graham
 Illustrated review, thoughtful and sensitive. Well-referenced. Solid educational value for the reader.

 

The Elephant in the Art Gallery    Jan Altman
 Extremely lively discussion of “what is art?”  Plenty of examples for the reader to recognise and therefore feel truly engaged.

 

Adventure   Stella Hewson
 A well-written and balanced article on the dilemmas associated with parenting and grandparenting today. The topic, presented as neatly as this, would have a wide readership.

 

Abilities Exploited for Others      Julie Raymond
 Moving obituary of a blind physiotherapist. Positive, uplifting. The reader would like to have met such a man.
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